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NO : 6 and/ or a functional equivalent thereof, said interleukin- 
18 and said functional equivalent: thereof being capable of 
exerting os t eoc las t geni c inhibitory activity, wherein said 
functional equivalent is a member selected from the group 
consisting of (i) those wherein one or more amino acids in the 
amino acid sequence of interieukin-18 are replaced with 
different amino acids, (ii) those wherein one or more amino 
acids are added t o the N - and/ o r C - 1 e r mi ni of the amino acid 
sequence of in ter leu ki n- 1 8 , (iii) those wherein one or more 
am i n o acids are in s e r t. e a i n t o t h e internal sites of :h e amino 
acid sequence of in t e r 1 e u ki n - 1 8 , (iv) those wnerein one or 
more amine* asrds in the N- and/or C-terminaL regions of the 
amine- acid sequence of i nter let; k in- 1 : are- deleted, and (v) 
those wherein one or more amino acids in the internal regions 
of tne amino acid sequence of in t e r leu ki r. - 1 3 are deleted. 




2 (Twice-amended ) . The: 1 inhibitory composition of 
claim 1, wherein said interleukin-13 or said functional 
equivalent thereof comprises each of the amine* acid sequences 
of SEQ ID NO:l, SEQ ID NO : 2 , and SEQ ID NO : 3 . 



3 ( Twice -amended ) . The inhibitory composition of 
claim 1, wherein said inter leuk in- 1 8 or functional equivalent 
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thereof comprises both the amino acid sequences of SEQ ID NO : 4 
t \ and SEQ ID NO : 5 . 

Please add new claim 28 as follows: 

--23 (New), v The inhibitory composition of claim 1, 
wherein said functional equivalent comprises the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO : 6 where one or more cysteine residues is 
replaced with a diffetferit amino acid residue.-- 
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